Trigeminal sensory neuropathy associated with decreased oral sensation and impairment of the masseter inhibitory reflex.
We describe 4 patients with severe trigeminal sensory neuropathy whose main disability resulted from impaired intraoral sensation associated with disturbances of mastication and swallowing. Each patient had an abnormal blink reflex and jaw jerk. In addition, the masseter inhibitory reflex was absent in 3 patients and abnormal in the 4th. This reflex plays a role in the reflex control of mastication and can easily be elicited in normal subjects by stimulation of the skin and mucous membrane in the distribution of the 2nd and 3rd divisions of the trigeminal nerve while the jaw-closing muscles are contracting. Disturbed intraoral sensation combined with impaired trigeminal reflexes (particularly the masseter inhibitory reflex) interferes with neural mechanisms that regulate chewing and can be a source of severe disability in patients with trigeminal sensory neuropathy.